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The Collegian - September 29, 2020
NEWS
NO OFFICERS CHARGED IN KILLING OF BREONNA TAYLOR
9/28/20
By Victoria Vidales
Editor-in-Chief
On September 23rd, Kentucky Attorney General Daniel Cameron announced that no police
officers would be charged in the killing of 26 year old Breonna Taylor. An African American
woman, Taylor was killed in late March following a violent shooting by Louisville police
officers. Both innocent, and unarmed, Taylor’s death has been met with intense national
protests regarding continued calls of police brutality inflicted onto African Americans.
Investigations have determined that on March 23rd, Louisville Police Department officers
entered Taylor’s apartment allegedly to search the premises for evidence against two men
involved in drug related crimes. One of the men, Jamarcus Glover, had a romantic
relationship with Taylor a few years before, however, the two remained friends. Taylor’s
family claims Taylor recently severed the friendship. Taylor was never accused, nor
suspected of any involvement in criminal activity.
Various news outlets have reported that, upon entering the apartment, the officers
immediately responded to a single gunfire shot from Kenneth Walker, Taylor’s boyfriend.
According to public statements, Walker claimed that the two, he and Taylor, were asleep
when they were awakened by loud noises. Walker recounts that both he and Taylor called
out to the individuals, however, they did not receive responses.
Fearing a home invasion, Walker, who is a legal gun owner, claims that he fired a single
gunshot in the direction of the noises. As a result, the officers returned intense fire, shooting
Taylor, who was unarmed, five times. Walker, the intended target, was never hit. Walker then
called 911 telling the operator that Taylor was injured, and that he believed someone had
broken into their home. Investigators have determined that Walker’s shot hit Sergeant
Jonathon Mattingly in the leg.

Following the shooting, Walker was taken into custody, while Taylor lied on the floor without
medical attention.
The actions of the LMPD regarding the outcome of that night have been under intense
scrutiny, debate, and criticism from legal professionals, and the American public. According
to reports from The New York Times, and public statements from Attorney General Cameron,
three officers were involved in the fatal shooting, each to varying degrees. Sergeant Mattingly
and Detective Myles Cosgrove have been determined to have fired the bullets that killed
Taylor. It has been determined from an investigation that the officers engaged 32 rounds of
fire into the apartment. Reports have also concluded that Detective Brett Hankinson fired
several shots into the window, and patio door of Taylor’s apartment. Some of the bullets
fired by Hankinson entered into a neighbors home.
During a press conference, Attorney General Cameron concluded that charges would not be
filed against Sergeant Mattingly and Detective Cosgrove who shot Taylor for her death,
claiming that since Walker fired first, the officers were not responsible for the shooting.
Detective Hankinson’s actions resulted in his dismissal from the department due to “wanton
endangerment,” however, this is not for the endangerment of Taylor but of the three
neighbors whose apartment his shots entered.
Whether the officers announced themselves before entering the apartment remains under
further confusion. Walker claims that he never heard the officers announce who they were
before entering the apartment. Excerpts from his 911 call support his claims. The officers
involved claimed that they did identify who they were before entering the apartment,
however, most neighbors have not been able to corroborate that claim.
The issue of the warrant has also come under fire. The New York Times reported that the
warrant was specifically changed from a no-knock warrant, to a knock and search warrant. If
officers did not announce themselves before entering the residence they were in violation
of the warrant. Investigators have also determined that Taylor did not receive medical
attention for over 20 minutes after the shooting. Walker claims that Taylor remained alive
briefly during this time.
Taylor’s family reportedly settled with the city of Louisville for 12 million dollars from a
wrongful death suit they filed on May 15th.
Taylor joins the list of so many unarmed African Americans who have been killed by law
enforcement. From the recent killing of George Floyd, to the six year old shooting of 17 year
old Trayvon Martin, unarmed African Americans have continuously been subjected to

unspeakable violence at the hands of law enforcement. Taylor was a young medical
technician, with so much more life to live. Although the pursuit of justice for her remained
strong, Attorney General Cameron shattered all hope. Taylor’s death has not only been called
a tragedy, but a continued form of injustice.

GAEL PANTRY SERVING SAINT MARY’S STUDENTS DURING
COVID-19
9/28/20
By Riley Mulcahy
News Reporter
Going to college in the Bay Area is expensive enough, let alone living through a national
pandemic that has affected millions of people's livelihoods. Saint Mary's Gael Pantry helps
to bridge an economic gap by assisting students in securing food. Inspired by a group of
students who led an event called "Economic Reality" showcasing the financial strain college
students are faced with, the Gael Pantry strives to tackle the issue of food insecurity.
After the event, there was a more concentrated effort to help those battling hunger on
Saint Mary's campus. In 2016, The Mission and Ministry Center, who runs the pantry,
started "Solidarity Suppers." According to the Missions and Ministry Center Director Karin
McClelland, the event strived to "educate on food insecurity, promote the pantry and
demystify using such a resource." In October 2016, with the help of Sodexo, Saint Mary's
food provider, the Mission and Ministry Center launched the Gael Pantry.
According to the Gael Pantry’s website, "reports show that between 20% and 60% of college
students on a college or university campus experience food insecurity." Food insecurity is
defined as "the state of being without reliable access to a sufficient quantity of affordable,
nutritious food." With these numbers in mind, it is safe to say that many students need a
little extra help.
During a "Gael Pantry Pop Up" event in 2018, the center learned that only about fifty
percent of the undergraduates at Saint Mary's had heard of Gael Pantry, and graduate
students did not know about the service. At first, some students were apprehensive about
the idea of going into a food pantry and being identified as needing services. However, the
pantry is a confidential service, and there is no proof required to have access to the pantry.
Although discouraging that such a low number of students knew about the Gael Pantry,
community events like the pop-up event helped raise awareness of the program.
In the spring of 2020, a mass exodus of students left their college campuses to return
home due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Although there was a significant adjustment on how
the Gael Pantry was run (reducing the number of paid staff and volunteers and adhering to

COVID regulations), there were still students on campus who needed the pantry.
International students and students who could not return home frequented the pantry.
Currently, the pantry is open for pick-up on campus 11:00 am-2:00 pm Tuesdays and
Thursdays outside of the Mission and Ministry lounge, and off-campus students have
access to the pantry at the Rheem Center, 8:00 am-5:00 pm Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Students must order their desired items from the pantry before noon the day before
picking up their items (Monday before noon if picking up on Tuesday). Additionally, a
produce truck and expanded ordering services (including an app) for students are in the
works.
According to McClelland, the connection to the Gael Pantry and the Mission and Ministry
Center makes perfect sense. The Lasallian principles the Saint Mary's community ascribe to
promote are faith, education, deep respect, and admiration for all peoples. Food insecurity
may be challenging to notice in Moraga and other places in the Bay Area, but it is
something that many students are facing.
Author’s Note:
To learn more about the Gael Pantry and order your items from the pantry, please go to:
https://www.stmarys-ca.edu/mission-and-ministry-center/gaelpantry
Follow @GaelPantry on Instagram and Twitter for the most up to date information.

DEATH OF RBG OPENS DOOR FOR CONSERVATIVE
SUPREME COURT
9/28/20
By Lenin O’Mahony
News Reporter
The passing of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg has brought about a deep sadness across our
country, and our world. Her death has also been the catalyst of intense political division, as
the argument over her replacement in the Supreme Court has led to yet another fierce
battle in DC between Republicans and Democrats. Republicans have been eager to replace
the now empty Justice position before the November election, which would become the
third Justice appointed by President Trump.
On September 26th Trump announced that he would be choosing Amy Coney Barrett to fill
Justice Ginsburg’s seat. Trump has previously appointed Justice Brett Kavanaugh and
Justice Neil Gorsuch. Both are considered to be very conservative leaning Justices, and
Barrett is identified as a right leaning judge as well. This would give the Supreme Court a 63 conservative majority, which would lock in Supreme Court decisions in favor of more
conservative rulings.
In past rulings Chief Justice John Roberts has occasionally voted in opposition to his
conservative peers, which made Supreme Court rulings somewhat unreliable for
conservative goals. With another Trump appointee and the subsequent majority,
Republican lawmakers are much more likely to receive Supreme Court approval, even with
a more moderate Chief Justice John Roberts voting on the line.
Democrats are ready to fight President Trump and the Republican lawmakers, and are
even willing to expand the number of Supreme Court Justices in order to take away the
conservative majority if the Trump appointee is confirmed. Presidential candidate and
former Vice President Joe Biden has not been willing to state whether he’d consider
expanding the court, claiming he wants to keep the focus on the election. Some lawmakers
have expressed a hesitancy to change the number of Justices, claiming it will result in a lack
of legitimacy in the Court; as it could be continually expanded with every new President
looking for a majority.

Sen. Bernie Sanders spoke out against Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, who said
that a Trump appointee would receive a vote in the Senate. In a tweet Sen. Sanders
expressed frustration at the apparent disrespect to Justice Ginsburg's last wish, which was
to be replaced by the newly elected president after the November election. Sen. Sanders
also spoke about hypocrisy on the side of McConnell, referring to the fact that Republicans
blocked President Obama's Supreme Court nominee in 2016, on the claim that there
should not be a Supreme Court replacement during an election year.
The role of the Supreme Court is essential in the American Federal Government. It acts as a
check and balance for the other two branches of the federal government, because it has
the final decision on the constitutionality of laws or regulations passed by the Congress or
executive orders from the President. Important rulings have decided the federal stance on
abortion, segregation, and more.
Some view this as a flawed and manipulated system, which is what some politicians
believe is occurring now with the political fight over RBG’s replacement. Many congressmen
and congresswomen believe that the responsibility of selecting the next Supreme Court
Justice should be left up to the candidate elected this November, but it’s expected that
President Trump and his supporters will fight to get their candidate confirmed into the
Court before the end of the year.
Many Senate Republicans who helped block President Obama’s pick in 2016 have changed
their stance or backed off early claims to oppose President Trump’s nominee. Many
Senators are also locked in tight re-election races, and, as a result, are unlikely to oppose
President Trump for fear of losing much of their base support.
The days and weeks following the regretful passing of Justice Ginsburg have been filled
with heated debate, deep sorrow, and frustration from voters on both sides of the aisle.
However, it has proved to be an unfortunately unexpected addition to the last four years of
President Trump's presidency, which has been filled with allegations, scandal,
imprisonment, and even impeachment.
This has in particular been an interesting time for Saint Mary’s current first year students,
who spent almost the entirety of their high school years under President Trump's
administration. I know, as a member of the class of 2024, we are all watching carefully as
this political battle unfolds, knowing that what happens now will inevitably define the next
four years of our college experience.

GET INVOLVED WITH CAB
Student organization continues to hold events in a virtual environment.
9/28/20
By Annika Henthorn
News Reporter
With the world engulfed by a constant virtual reality, Zoom has become the heartbeat of
our society. In order to adjust to these trying times, Campus Activity Board (CAB) has
worked around the clock to provide a fun and COVID-safe outlet for students to
decompress. Whether that is through Kahoot, Zoom, or other online resources, students
have the opportunity to participate in the ongoing, and upcoming events CAB is hosting.
In-person activities have gradually transformed into a pleasant memory of the past;
however, this is not without hope. The union of online resources and added preparation
time has allowed CAB to host fully virtual and interactive events with prizes.
The challenges that come along with virtual events are obvious; however, in an effort to
mend the growing chasm between students and the Saint Mary’s community, evening
program coordinator for CAB, sophomore, Carly Marks, hosted a Pop Culture Kahoot for
students virtually. Confined by the protocols of COVID-19, this event marked the beginning
of a new norm, at least for now. Budget cuts have also led to less versatility in regards to
what CAB is able to accomplish; however, the top three winners were still offered prizes
such as a JBL Go2 speaker and Spotify/Starbucks gift cards.
Held on September 21st, the Kahoot consisted of three rounds, each a different theme
including celebrities, movies, and current music. In order to keep up, being well-versed in
pop-culture was shockingly a must.
With midterms in full swing, school has remained the forefront of many people’s agendas,
myself included. Carly Marks attested that although it has been “a struggle to get students
on zoom, especially with courses being mostly virtual, the turnout was unbelievable.” More
than 40 students attended, validating not only the dedication of the students to the school
but also vice versa.
CAB is also planning a virtual Bingo Night for September 30. Prizes include an Air Fryer,
airpods, and a JBL speaker. Additionally, they are creating a spinoff of MTV Crib to flaunt

student’s changes in bedrooms or office spaces in response to COVID-19. The dates remain
undecided; however, it is a fun way to highlight overdue spring cleaning or room changes
students have made since the initial lockdown.
As difficult as it is to stay connected to students through the same screen that classes are
typically on, these events continue to strengthen the student body of Saint Mary’s. With the
constant chaos that seems to be unveiling itself this year, it is crucial that students stay
involved even if it is through Kahoot or a game of Bingo. Who wouldn’t want to win an air
fryer?

TRUMP AND BIDEN EXPLAINED: IMMIGRATION AND THE
ECONOMY
9/28/20
By James Molnar
News Reporter
What exactly are the policies that our presidential candidates advocate for? What is their
reasoning behind supporting these policies? In this article, we explore the candidates’ views
on two key issues: immigration and economics.

Immigration
On the issue of immigration, the two presidential candidates hold starkly different
philosophies. President Trump favors a merit-based immigration system, with an emphasis
on curbing illegal immigration. He aims to change the criteria with which applicants are
selected, relying primarily on such traits as education, economic productivity, and
entrepreneurship, rather than a lottery system. He argues that “Random selection is
contrary to American values and blocks out many qualified potential immigrants from
around the world who have much to contribute.” As he points out, similar meritocratic
immigration systems are in use in a host of other developed nations, including Canada and
New Zealand.
In order to curb the influx of undocumented immigrants into the country, Trump plans to
continue to build his signature “wall” along the Southern border, about 320 miles of which
have already been erected. This marks a pivotal disagreement between President Trump
and his adversary. While Trump believes that illegal immigration brings about heightened
crime as well as economic degradation, Democratic candidate Biden holds that it is an
indispensable boon to America, providing both economic benefit and a host of unique
cultural traditions. Biden, therefore, vows to grant citizenship to the 11 million-strong
community of undocumented immigrants. The two candidates agree that the U.S. should
secure its borders against drug traffickers, but while Trump sees a physical barrier as being
vital in this pursuit, Biden holds that such a barrier would be both expensive and
impractical, and therefore promises to cut funding for it. He does, however, agree with
Trump on the importance of screenings at legal ports of entry into the country.
In essence, Trump believes that the immigration process should prioritize applicants who
have demonstrated skills that would tangibly benefit the United States. Biden, however,
theorizes that America is strengthened by the presence of immigrants more generally,

regardless of their economic fortitude, and thus seeks to grant citizenship to illegal
immigrants and to abolish many of the policies that Trump has implemented.

The Economy
In the economic sector, Biden believes that prosperity can best be achieved by raising taxes
on the wealthy and using the proceeds to fund a variety of welfare programs. He wishes to
increase the corporate tax rate from 21% to 28% and the rate for the highest income
bracket from 37% to 39.6%. Biden’s economic ideology is underpinned by the conception
that vast amounts of money are being “hoarded” in the wallets of overpaid Wall Street
titans, a phenomenon that he sees as being worsened by the President’s policies over the
last four years. While Biden makes it clear that his economic views are not as radical as
those of Senator Bernie Sanders, and is careful not to “demonize” billionaires, he
nonetheless believes that the wealthy are not paying their fair share of taxes. Moreover,
Biden's model appears to treat economics as a “zero-sum game,” insofar as it implies a
tradeoff between the prosperity of the wealthy and that of the working class.
President Trump approaches economics with a substantially different philosophy. He
advocates for a more Laissez-Faire system, drawing from the ideas of Adam Smith, the
father of free-market economics, aiming to spur economic growth through lowering tax
rates and lifting stifling regulations. During his presidency, Trump implemented tax cuts
across the board. Prior to the fallout associated with Covid-19, the economy surged and
unemployment fell in record numbers. As the president points out, these positive effects
are especially apparent for historically disadvantaged groups. Though the precise cause of
this growth is still a matter of debate, many believe that Trump’s economic policies played
a key role in it.
Some of the candidates' ideological differences on this issue may stem from their notably
different personal backgrounds. While Biden dedicated most of his working years to jobs in
government, affecting the economy through passing laws and regulations, Trump spent
most of his career working in the private sector as a prominent entrepreneur and
businessman, stimulating economic growth by building companies.
In summary, Biden favors a redistributionist approach to economics, consisting of
heightened tax rates on the wealthy and the introduction of additional social programs.
Trump, on the other hand, takes a more free-market view, advocating for deregulation and
decreased taxes across the board.

OPINION
ARE YOU PREPARED TO DIE?
9/28/20
Emmanuel Simon
Opinion Columnist
Let me tell you something: you are going to die. But surely you do not need me to remind
you. We are all thinking about it without thinking! Why else are we complying with mask
and social distancing mandates? (I can think of a few ‘plausible conspiracy theories’ as well,
though I prefer to keep my head attached to my neck.) But the fear of death that many of
us have raises a question: Why is it that we are afraid of dying?
Consider for a moment the job of a firefighter. A firefighter trains to put out fires. Yet, it
may be the case that the firefighter would never have to put out an uncontrolled fire.
Instead, the firefighter prepares for what is only probable, something that is not certain.
But death is something that will happen to all of us for certain. So, if we follow the analogy,
we must ask ourselves, How am I preparing for death?
Or if you have never encountered this question, like many of us, you might ask, ‘How do I
prepare for death?’ But surely, we don’t have to look too hard to see how one prepares for
death.
A beginner at running, for example, trains to be a better runner by running, eating healthy,
and resting. At first, it might hurt to run, turn down that ‘Mike’s Hard Lemonade’, or to go to
bed at a reasonable time. (Especially during last summer’s quarantine!) But perhaps with
practice, and therefore through habit, training to be a runner wouldn’t hurt as much. In
fact, the training might even be something pleasurable. In a way, the runner dies to his or
her old self and becomes a ‘new self’. This is because the runner submits his or her
impulses to reason, instead of reason enslaving itself to the impulses. In this way, we may
call the runner or athlete ‘free’.
Such freedom is not foreign to Philosophy either. Philosophy as traditionally understood is
most definitely useless. Obviously, it is not useless in the sense that it is beneath the dignity

of useful things, but rather, it is above usefulness! We would say the same thing about
happiness, for example. We don’t use happiness for the sake of something else, as if
happiness wasn’t good enough. Rather, we enjoy happiness for its own sake, because it is a
universal good in itself.
Now, the term ‘Philosophy’ means ‘love of wisdom’, and love requires that one goes outside
or beyond oneself. For this reason, a lover of wisdom isn’t too concerned about him or
herself. The lover merely wants to know and be with the beloved.
According to the Christian Tradition, God Himself is that wisdom. Thus, the Philosopher
truly wants to know and be with God. The Philosopher therefore turns his or her attention
away from things that are changing and unstable, in order to gaze into the eyes of ‘Beauty
so ancient yet so new’. Thus at death, the lover will say to the beloved, ‘I have heard of you,
but now my eyes see you.’
So, how do we prepare to die? We prepare through virtue and contemplation. Virtue
consists in performing good actions which become habits. Those habits make one who he
or she is. To contemplate, on the other hand, consists in knowing and loving reality, as a
lover knows and loves the beloved. As lovers, therefore, let us live well in order to die well.

FASHION HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE 2020 EMMY AWARDS
A red-carpet seems like the last thing we need in the midst of a pandemic and civil rights injustices.
However, this year’s Emmys proved that fashion can bring people together while contributing to
larger social movements.
By Melanie Moyer
Opinion Columnist

Courtesy of https://www.elle.com/fashion/celebrity-style/g34078712/emmys-red-carpet-dresses-2020/

If it’s irresponsible, even deadly, to gather a group of people from different households
together during a pandemic, how can celebrities safely walk the red carpet? This was the
question producers of the Emmys had to grapple with while planning the occasion. Instead
of collecting by the masses in front of the iconic Staples Center, celebrities were told to take
on the TV industry’s biggest night with a reimagination of the red carpet. Jimmy Kimmel,
the evening’s host, outlined the dress code as a simple “come as you are, but make an
effort.” Some celebrities took this suggestion in stride, some fully embraced the glamor of
the evening, and some even took full advantage of the glorified Zoom call to show up in
their glammed-out PJs. Even without the social gathering that often comes with the fashion

highlights of the evening, many stars proved that they can be the best dressed of the
evening no matter where they are.
This year’s Emmys were nearly inseparable from Zendaya and her looks (yes, plural) for the
night. Winner of an award for Leading Actress in a Drama Series for her work in Euphoria,
Zendaya first wowed fans in a viral Instagram video of her in a Christopher John Rogers
dress. The dress had a shaped purple silk taffeta skirt that revealed a snatched waistline
and a black-shouldered top, further accessorized with black Louboutin pumps with
embellished toes and Bulgari jewelry. Later on in the evening, Zendaya accepted her
Emmy in a custom two-piece by Armani Prive, featuring a flowing polka-dot skirt and a
silver-studded bralette top. With the elegance and glamor Zendaya brought with both
looks, it’s hard to categorize anyone else as the best dressed of the evening.
Tracee Ellis Ross was also an early highlight of the night on social media, with her ruffled
gold Alexander Vauther dress (and a matching mask!). In an Instagram post, Ross walked
down her own red carpet looking like an Emmy herself. Her golden ruffles of material
parted in the front to create one of the most iconic looks of the night. She also gets extra
credit for donning her mask.
Regina King was also one of a few celebrities to bring her look to her own red carpet, but
with a personal and powerful twist. Wayman Bannerman and Micah McDonald, King’s
stylists, used the virtual platform to create an experience out of her look, capturing her first
outfit in a twelve-second clip. In it, King takes center stage in a dazzling sapphire dress
from Schiaparelli, accompanied by two sketched Black dancers. Her next look was first
seen on E! News, where she appeared in a hot pink Schiaparelli suit over a shirt with the
face of Breonna Taylor, a 26-year old woman fatally shot by Louisville Metro Police
Department officers on March 13, 2020 while she was sleeping. With her look, the winner
of a Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Lead Actress in a Limited Series or a Movie
made the first of many political statements of the night.
Other stars to incorporate solidarity with the Black Lives Matter movement into their looks
were Uzo Aduba and Sandra Oh. Aduba, winner of an award for Outstanding Supporting
Actress in a Limited Series or Movie for her role in Mrs. America, donned a gold skirt and a
shirt with Breonna Taylor’s name in matching gold lettering. Sandra Oh wore a royal
purple Korelimited bomber jacket with ‘Black Lives Matter’ written in Korean on the front.
Oh also brought in a mask to her look, showing that fashion and preventative measures in
response to the pandemic go hand-in-hand.

Another fashion highlight of the evening was the gorgeous Chanel Haute Couture gown
Shira Haas wore. It was reported that the gown took about 1,200 hours of work to
complete, which immediately became apparent once the floral detail of the dress came on
camera. Billy Porter was also a highlight of the night—but really, when is he not—in a
custom Ashi Studio off-white suit paired with a sweeping shawl to match.
Father-son power duo Eugene and Dan Levy from Schitt’s Creek dominated the night’s
awards and style, with Dan showing up in a pleated grey skirt and a matching blazer from
Thom Browne and Eugene in a clashing (but in a good way) navy-black Dior suit. Jameela
Jamil showed everyone that she could show up to the Emmys in her PJs and still serve a
fantastic look in a rainbow sequin dressing gown over white pajamas. Power couple Rachel
Brosnahan and Jason Ralph also brought their PJ game with a matching custom look from
Christy Willing, and they even brought their two dogs in on the look.
Overall, this year’s Emmys were full of incredible looks from the homes or hotel rooms of
the nominees. While it may have seemed impossible to host an event that was both safe
and fabulous during a pandemic, the stars showed that fashion is not limited to a single
red carpet nor does it take precedence over slowing the spread of the coronavirus. From
the celebrities who were able to incorporate masks into their look to those who made the
best of staying safe at home, the all-encompassing message of the evening was that we can
still come together for these events while doing our part of social distancing.

GO TO STORES. STAY AWAY FROM CHURCHES.
Because San Francisco has your health in mind.
9/28/20
By Katelyn McCarthy
Opinion Columnist
The City of San Francisco, like most areas of the country, is slowly lifting its shutdown.
Today, you can go to a florist, an aquarium, or a mall at 50, 25 and 25% capacities,
respectively. You can go into a store and buy basketballs, baby dolls, or cannabis. You can
go swimming in an outdoor swimming pool. You can even get a tattoo or a massage—and
indoors, to boot.
However, if at the end of a long day of shopping and preening you should drive up to a
church, please know that you must be very careful. Churches are dangerous places. You
are much more likely to catch the coronavirus by entering a quiet church than you are by
walking around the throw pillow aisle at Target that you and a few hundred others have
meandered down during the course of the day.
Check out San Francisco’s list of businesses permitted to open. Most of them are allowed
to, though a few services, like indoor playgrounds and concert venues, remain closed. Of
those permitted to open, however, none have more stringent rules foisted upon them than
churches.
This is because the City of San Francisco is concerned about your health. They care about
you, they really do. That’s why they let you buy marijuana, get a tattoo, be massaged, and
permit only one person inside a church at a time. Remember. They have your safety in mind.
Some may claim that the institutions which have been permitted to open at reasonable
capacities are allowed to do so so as to sustain the economy. This, however, is based on
the presupposition that economic good is the only good. The government, separated as it
is supposed to be from religion, has no authority to make that decision. The City evidently
thinks that going to a store, with safety measures and reasonable entry quotas put in place,
can be conducted safely. The same reasoning ought to be applied to churches.
But can going to church be conducted safely? Picture yourself in the Saint Mary’s Chapel.
You are sitting in the back pew and are behaving as though you are a San Franciscan, which

is why you are the only person inside. Now picture another person, in the front pew. How
likely do you think it is that you will catch the coronavirus from him? Add a few people
scattered throughout the middle. They are all about 20 feet away from you and are
masked. Would you regard this as a highly infectious situation?
Now picture yourself at Target. You are pushing your cart down the aisle, and a lady
squeezes just past you. You wheel over to the clothes section and riffle through a rack of tshirts. A kid is standing on the opposite side of the rack, rummaging, too. A little while later,
you lock wheels with a shopper as you both make your way through the laundry detergent
section. Then you head over to the ice cream aisle, where a man opens the freezer, pulls
out a carton of rocky road, and walks away. You open the same freezer and grab a carton
of your own. After this, you head to the Halloween section, where families are looking at
candy and snatching up the last of the back-to-school supplies.
Finally, you make it to the checkout line. A few dozen people are conglomerated there,
each taking turns to load their goods onto the conveyor belt. You give your money to the
cashier, who has handled plenty that day, and she gives you your change. As you leave,
more and more people file into the store. They have been doing so since early this
morning, and they will continue to do so until late this evening.
Make a choice. Of these two buildings—the Target, or the church—which do you think is
more likely to allow for the transmission of Covid?
The answer is pretty clear. A church, which far fewer people generally enter and in which
the people are stationary and touch very little, seems to be the safer place. Why, then, does
the City think that it is safe for many hundreds of people to go into a store throughout the
day (even for non-essential goods), but two people ought not be allowed in a church at the
same time?
The answer is easy. Organized religion is the single largest threat to tyrants everywhere. A
religion is the only institution which competes with the government for seniority. It is the
only thing that can compel a citizen to do not what the state wants but what the moral
code demands.
The religious person’s primary allegiance is not to his government but to his God. A
religious American carries around the stars and stripes surmounted by the Cross. The
Cross comes first. Government comes second.

That’s why religious people need to be put in their place. They need to remember that Big
Brother is always there and that he has fists of iron and is clad with boots studded with
spikes. He wears a face with lips that speak, “I care about you” and performs actions that
say, “I really don’t.”
So, when Nancy Pelosi instructs the Archbishop of San Francisco that the restriction on
churches is necessary, she does not really mean, as she says, “I think we should follow the
science on this.” If that were the case, only one person would be allowed inside a florist,
instead of half of the facility’s capacity. If that were the case, aquariums and toy stores
would allow just one person in at a time, too. If that were the case, then why would the City
of San Francisco let a masseuse come anywhere near its beloved citizens?
It’s simple. It’s not about the science. Florists, aquariums, and the like are being treated
reasonably. Churches are not.
The City doesn’t think we should follow the science on this. It thinks we should follow the
government officials on this simply because they are government officials. The City says, “I
think you churches should stop thinking that you are important and recognize that I, not
God, am god.”
There is something seriously wrong with a city that is more concerned with its citizens’
ability to have their nails buffed than to step into a church and pray. That “something” is
nothing more than discrimination and intimidation, masked over as it might be by
crocodilian pronouncements of good intentions.
But, please, don’t let me mislead you. The City really loves you. Everything is in your best
interest. Now go out and get a massage.

CULTURE
LOVE ERASES HATE
Is Cancel Culture the Way to Solve Social Issues?
9/28/20
By Benjamin Noel
Culture Columnist
After its emergence into the collective global ethos in 2017, cancel culture has taken in its
path the likes of R Kelly, Jussie Smollett, and more recently, the TV show Cops. As I
understand it, public figures are canceled as a result of them failing to uphold the social
contract. This includes saying or doing things offensive typically to minority groups, such as
wearing blackface, making derrogitory comments towards the LGBTQ community, or being
linked to certain distasteful organizations.
As humans we have a few unchanging, deep rooted morals. It is wrong to kill, it is wrong to
enslave another human, it is wrong to steal. But people are not canceled for these things.
For these crimes, they are sentenced to prison or fined. In these cases, as our moral codes
line up with our laws.
But what about moral responsibilities that cannot be formed into law? Being kind to one
another, being understanding of other’s pain and hardship, and helping your fellow man.
No law can enforce these societal rules. And no law should. It is up to us, as human beings,
to keep each other accountable for their mistakes.
We do this naturally, when a friend or family member says something offensive, we’ll take
them aside and say, “hey, that wasn’t a nice thing to say,” and explain why their words were
hurtful. We understand that people make mistakes, sometimes out of ignorance, so taking
a moment to explain the gravity of their words is the best way to prevent them from
making that mistake again. However, in the age of the internet, where everyone can hide
behind a screen name, and anonymously post and comment, this human sentiment is lost.
Because the experience of typing a comment is so impersonal, we forget we are talking to,
or about another living, breathing, loving human being. We attack instead of inform, and
we cancel instead of educate.

Since the beginning of shelter in place, the online community leaned on trends as a way to
stay connected. The most notable in the beginning was the fervor around the game Animal
Crossing, a game in which players can visit other players’ islands. But within a few weeks,
the game disappeared from social media feeds, as a video of a police officer kneeling on
the neck of a black man populated social media platforms. Within hours, outrage swept
across the nation, and protests were organized, petitions were passed around, and bottled
up rage was let loose. The uniting factor was the call to abolish the police, to cancel the
police.
And the sentiment is understood. I watched scenes of the protests, and nearly every time,
the escalation to violence was started by the police firing off rubber bullets, or tear gas into
the crowd. In my hometown of San Jose, officer Jared Yuen was seen cursing out
protesters, posturing like a battle ready GI, barrel aimed at the crowd. In Philadelphia,
protesters were rounded up like cattle, trapped up on an embankment next to the freeway,
and bombarded with tear gas.
Scenes like these make it impossible to cheer for the men in blue. Their actions are those
of instigators, not protectors. But let’s take a step back at the approach protestors are
taking. People are crying out for abolishing the police, they’re toting violent slogans such as
“1312” - in reference to the letters A C A B, which stands for “All Cops Are B*stards,” and
another, “the only good cop, is a dead cop”.
How will these chants affect the police force 10 years from now? Well, all the kids keeping
up with the news will see the public's disdain for the police. They will hear stories of
injustice and hatred, the media painting all police officers as the destroyers of their
communities instead of protectors. After seeing the hatred towards police, the little kids
who dreamed of pinning on the star to their chest, will drop that dream to maybe fight
fires, or become a paramedic. Certainly noble dreams nonetheless. However, who would
still dream of becoming a police officer after seeing what officers get away with? Only one
type of person. The bad man. Those prone to anger and violence, those with a vendetta
against certain groups within their community, those with a will to kill. If we cancel police,
and label them as a force of evil, no good kid will ever put himself through the police
academy. The bad one will.
The power of the collective mob is not one to be taken lightly. Our approach of harsh
words to those whose actions do not align with our morals will seriously stunt any positive

change we try to fight for. In this age of hyper connectivity, rumors can spread, ideas can
snowball, and calling out a person or an organization for breaching an ethical code can
quickly turn into a campaign to blow them off the face of the earth. We need to realize that
reacting to negative behavior with negative words will slowly eat away at our ability to
teach, and love one another. Our minor differences will mean more than what we hold in
common. And our society will splinter.
With the same time and patience we give to address our family member’s slip ups, so
should we to others. The ultimate goal is to grow into a more loving society, so let’s take
the time to nurture the love in others, with the love in ourselves. Hate cannot drive out
hate, only love can do that.
So let’s be the teachers of love, not the prison wardens of evil.

THE JOURNEY TO “DUNE” TRAILER CONTINUES
9/28/20
By George Donovan
Culture Columnist

The wait is over; the biggest movie trailer of our time is finally here!
(Courtesy of Warner Bros) https://www.dunemovie.com/assets/img/gallery/07.jpg

In December of 1984, Dune would see its first ever movie adaptation reach theaters, with a
movie directed by David Lynch. Although it was released without Lynch’s say on the final
cut to great derision and confusion (to help audiences, the movie came with glossaries
printed out on paper to review before the trailers finished and the film began), a number of
fans, including those who grew up with the movie or have an eye for the production design,
can make room in their heart for this project and the ways it differs from Lynch’s other
films.

Another take on Dune, a miniseries from 2000, took advantage of its TV medium to firmly
follow the novel’s story, but, with a miniseries budget, couldn’t match a constantly growing
Hollywood standard of special effects. Denis’ new version of Dune is looking to combine
both the rich imagery of the Lynch movie and the fulfilling story of the miniseries into an
incredible blockbuster journey for this age.
At that time in November, your best bet for finding leaked set photos came from diving
through old Instagram stories of the stars, where a brief glimpse of the Jordan deserts or
special Dune crew shirts and jackets was just about the extent of things. As incredible as it
would have been to see any Dune footage before the end of 2019, all that had been
announced in those first months of 2020 was a few minutes of preview footage, which
would be shown by Warner Bros. to guests at CinemaCon (and hopefully made public) on
March 31st.
However, COVID-19 put an end to this event, and the idea of any footage coming to light
was locked away. At least the unique title treatment of the movie had been revealed by the
end of January. Simple and yet more clever than at first glance, that would make two movie
logos with the same idea: Warner Bros.’ other major 2020 blockbuster, Tenet by
Christopher Nolan, had its own logo flipped half upside down as well for a while! Would
these two movies each take turns throwing the blockbuster world for a loop on their
original release dates? This wouldn’t be the case, as the pandemic tore up movie schedules
left and right.
Finally, our very first look at Dune arrived on April 13th, with a photo of Paul on his home
planet of Caladan. It was fantastic seeing this first photo, and not only was it a very
distinctly Denis shot, but it was definitely the style of Greig Fraser, the cinematographer
behind “Rogue One: A Star Wars Story”, who had been hired to shoot Dune. The next day, a
full article was published on Vanity Fair featuring a number of new photos introducing the
characters and atmosphere.
With concept art being kept under wraps, I scoured every new story and tidbit I could find,
such as the claims that Stellan Skarsgård’s take on the morbid Baron Harkonnen was
utterly disgusting yet couldn’t be ignored, or the news of Denis spending an entire year
designing the sandworm monsters to perfection. Most amazing to me was the news of
Hans Zimmer turning down Nolan, his biggest collaborator, to score Dune, one of his
favorite books from his teenage years!

As August began and Zendaya appeared in the new edition of InStyle, she mentioned that
she had seen the Dune trailer, and, combined with a confirmation by Timothee that the
trailer would arrive before September, the new trailer date was pinned down to August
12th. Dunemovie.com even appeared online in its premature form as an Amazon Linux
AMI Test Page.
One day, the switch would be flipped, the site would be up and running, and we would all
celebrate the trailer that changed everything… but August 12th wouldn’t be that day; it
came and went without any trailer. But with Tenet finally coming to reopened movie
theaters in different corners of the world, an incredible preview appeared before IMAX
showings: a minute-and-a-half teaser trailer, our first footage, confirming a September 9th
release date! An extra teaser was posted the morning before, confirming the trailer’s
premiere on Twitter Movies at 9AM PST. Together, millions watched as a special behindthe-scenes interview with Stephen Colbert, a lifelong Dune fan, introduced all the main
characters and their experiences making the film, before premiering the trailer live.
Though some people may have expected a trailer score revolving around Hans Zimmer’s
new work, the three minute trailer’s cover of Eclipse by Pink Floyd was a smart tribute to
Jodorowsky’s shot at Dune, while also bringing in a spirit audiences may have gotten used
to over the past few years. And with plenty of hints at legendary sequences and rewarding
shots for avid readers building towards the reveal of the sandworm, the trailer was a great
success, reaching 20 million views on Youtube by Sunday night. Even if Dune is delayed to
2021, the roller coaster of a story behind this trailer will always be remembered by movie
fans everywhere. I’m already looking forward to the next one.

SPORTS
NFL GAMES BEGIN TO INJURIES AND CRITICISM
REGARDING PLAYER SAFETY
9/28/20
By Oliver Collins
Sports Reporter
COVID-19 has had an enormous impact on the NFL season in general, the NFL draft was
held online and broadcast live to ESPN, the entire pre-season was canceled, and many NFL
players are choosing to opt out of their contracts. Many rookies have had a difficult time
adjusting to the NFL, but it only makes it harder that everything is different. Even NFL
veterans are struggling with the requirements set to make sure no outbreaks start in the
league.
Many different athletes need the pre season to adjust and get their bodies ready for an
NFL season that is fast moving and extremely taxing. Many rookies establish their abilities
to be on the roster and coaches get a chance to work new plays into the playbook. This
year the entire pre season didn’t take place which means that many different players are
forced to condition and sometimes train on their own time. This can create major injury
problems. Since in-game situations require 11 people to tackle players, it can be hard for
players to simulate that on their own time. In week 1 of the NFL season there were around
20 injuries. It’s crazy to not only know that there is this amount of injuries in a week of
football, but week 2 had even more injuries, with over 30.
Saquon Barkley, a running back for the New York Giants, was injured in a play that could
sacrifice the rest of his season. The major injuries that have occurred already have led to a
lot of criticism of the regulations of training, and practicing throughout the season so far.
Another key factor this year is that players are choosing to opt out of the season to protect
their families from COVID-19. A very inspiring decision, many NFL players including Laurent
Duvernay-Tardif, are putting their family above themselves and choosing to not play the
season with less pay. Devernay-Tardif is a doctor as well as an NFL player said, when asked
why he made his decision, “This is one of the most difficult decisions I have had to make in

my life but I must follow my convictions and do what I believe is right for me personally.”
It’s surprising that players are willing to take a pay decrease to avoid the risk of contracting
the virus, but if you think about it it is the right thing to do.
Despite some players' decisions to remain off the field, many teams do not have the same
mindset for safety. Some teams including the Kansas City Chiefs are allowing fans to be in
attendance during games. This is very dangerous, and poor made decisions by general
managers. Sure they want their fans to be excited and happy to watch games and enjoy
their team. But so many different people and businesses have been affected by the global
pandemic, there is no reason teams should be taking the risk of spreading the disease
throughout their fanbase. Lack of fans in the stands can have a negative effect on the
money teams make, however, the truth is that most of the money NFL teams get are from
T.V providers. Allowing fans to come to the games is an all around bad situation for both
players in the NFL, and the Kansas City community.
So much has already taken place in this young NFL season; players’ opt outs, injuries, and
fan’s being authorized to attend games live. It’s strange to think that teams think it’s ok to
trust their fans to stay 6 feet apart in the midst of this global pandemic. It seems like this
decision is disregarding the concern to keep everyone as safe as possible. How is the
commission team for the NFL enforcing fines for not wearing masks on the field but
allowing teams to have fans in their stadium during games? Even the preseason was
canceled due to COVID-19 precautions, which most definitely had a toll on players' health
as well as play calling for teams offenses and special teams. It's scary to think that any
outbreak on any team could mean a quick end to the NFL season but that is the world we
are currently living in. Let’s just continue to pray that that doesn’t happen.

ANGEL CITY: THE NEW TEAM OF THE NWSL
First National Women's Soccer League Team coming to Los Angeles in 2022.
9/28/20
By Mark Molz
Sports Reporter
There is no shortage of professional sports in the city of Los Angeles.
The home of two professional football franchises, two NBA teams, Los Angeles Lakers and
Clippers, one WNBA team, two MLB teams, a pair of MLS squads, and a NHL franchise,
there is a team for almost everyone. I say almost because out of ten current teams and the
myriad of organizations to come in and out of Los Angeles, a professional women’s soccer
team has yet to call LA their home, until now.
Entering in 2022, the National Women’s Soccer league (NWSL) will be adding a brand new
expansion team to the city of angels. With no official name or venue announced yet, the
announcement of the team is as far as they have come currently. For now the team is
formally known as “Angel City.” The eight year old league of the NWSL will be adding its
tenth team in its history.
Women’s soccer has been rapidly rising in the U.S and there is no better place for the
NWSL to add their new team. Founders Natalie Portman, an academy award winning
actress, Kara Nortman, and Julie Uhrman, founder and president, have teamed up with
many investors to make this dream become a reality. Investors include Serena Williams’
husband Alexis Ohanian , former USWNT players Abby Wambach, Joy Fawcett, Julie Foudy,
Mia Hamm and more. Other investors in the team include actresses Eva Longoria and Julie
Gardner. With the help of these individuals and many more LA is finally leaving its mark on
professional women’s soccer.
President Julie Uhrman made this statement in her written letter addressed to the new
founded organization, “Our growing collective of activists, actors, athletes, and
entrepreneurs truly believe in LA's incredible sports culture, and the power of soccer, the
most popular sport on Earth.” She continued to state, “with nine professional teams and
NCAA powerhouses USC and UCLA, isn't it high time that we also have a women's soccer
team to rally behind?”

And high time it is. With women’s soccer rapidly growing and the USWNT being a
powerhouse on the world stage, winning back-to-back FIFA Women’s World Cup, California
and the Los Angeles community has been needing a team like Angel City to come in and
take the stage.
LA has long been a hub for the professional sports world and it was only right that the
NWSL is joining the rich history of winning that comes with the city. Although Angel City
won’t make its mark until 2022 it only feels right to be excited for their debut and the bright
future of the NWSL.

